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rouble the V oiled 
this Nature, 
inform them of 
duc'd\me to do ſo; 
it Will appear, char neither Yan 

| Share in the 


| or [mere in 
which generally appear in t 
formances, which were never d 
to be made put 

The Opinion that is „ 
tain d being of the Number of thoſe N— 
ſpeculative ones, which, tho? they Gn © 
not perhaps be prov'd a to any Degree 
of Certainty, may yer, I think, be 
defend without Injury to Mankind, 2, 
or Detriment to Religion, 1 choſe it 


cdauuſe it was fi gular or new, Peta 


tion, both ancient and modern, and 


for the 1 3 Hs Diſcourſes to 
be preach d before that Audience, to 


Which, of all others in the Kingdom, | 
4 Topics f ar fin d an 
Nature ſeem beſt to be adapted 
and I did not chooſe this Subject be- 


I as zealous-for its Defence, or fully 
; perſuaded. of its abſolute Truth and 

Certainty, but becauſe it was an Opi- 
nion for which many Things at leaſt 


might be fail, becauſe it had been 
eſpous d by ſome Authors of Reputa- 


chieny by that wiſe, and excellent Perfon. 
from whole Eſſay on this Subject 1 
took the Method, and even che chief 
Heads of this Di ſcoutle.. e 
My Lord Bacon is het lotta 
Perſon L mean, and the Efſay, ſo far 
as it relates to Fre a in- en 
as follows: 2 4 
© It, were bester t to . no > Opinion 
8 of God at alli than ſuch an Opinion 
© as is unworthy of him: for the one 
f is Unbelief, they other — 
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inly Superſtition is che Re: : 
« proach” of the Deity. Plurarchi 


and: cert: 


faith aue ro that "Purpoſe. 
(faith! he) I had rather 4 
. Men ſhould ſay there was no ſuch Man 


at all ar Plutarch, than that they © 


frould ſay, that there aar one Plutarch 


that would eat his Children as ſoon as = 
E they, were horn, as the Potts ſpeak of = 


Saturn. And as the Contumely js 


fr greater towards God, ſo is the Dan- 
ger greater towards Men. Acheiſm 
1 © leaves a Man to Senie; to Philoſo- - 


phy; to natural pity; to Laws; to 
* 61 © Repuration : all which may be 


ſtition diſmounts all 3 an 
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Guides to an-outward moral Virtue, 
tho Religion were not; bur 5 80 


recteth an abſolute Monarchy in the 

„Hearts of Men. Therefore A- 
© theiſm' did never perturb States; for 
it makes Men wary of / themſelves, 
as looking no Fr (gs and we ſee 
the Times inclin'd to Atheiſin (as 
the Times of Auguſtus Ceſar) were 

ail. Times: but a n 
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tion is the 
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this Eſſay for t e Truth of the Opinion 
he e it is Hor. improbable that 


dhe common Sen 


leaſt to thoſe who had any Knowledge 
or Experience in human Affairs; and 


cauſe in his I edication he obſer ves, 
. 4 Works, wert —— moſt current, be- 


in a new e wobih | 
all the Spheres of Go- 
The Maſter of Superſti · 
ple; and in all Su- 
« perſtition wiſe Men follow Fools, 
and Arguments are fired to ptactiſe 
_ i was = 


and bringeth | 


© vernment. 


As. - a are no 8 given in 


it might ariſe from his Perſuaſion that 
it needed none; that che ſhort Obſer⸗ 
vations he had made muſt be obvi ious to 
of Mankind, or 4t 


this I'm the more convinced os; be⸗ 


That his Eſſays, of all his othet 


© cauſe, as it: ſcem d, they came home 
to Mens Bu hols and Boſoms. 
But howevel chis be, as the Reafons 


z = this Opinion | engl chiefly. to be 
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l to Jp that Dien; 3 3 BR, 
_ehyag d myſelf in this With à very ite 
0 Design, without the leaſt Ap. 
prehenſton of being rhowpht an A- 
rater et an IPfDbEL, for few ing a 
Guide of ſuch unqueſtion d Authority — © 
for Wikdoth, and ach” eee 8 
Sinoeriry in Religiötr. „ 
Indeed I thought thire: Was very 
little Occaſion for following ay G. 


at all, conſideting che ntutal Right II 


Mankind to unge for thetpſelves in 
| Matters of this Nature, and eſpecially 
in ſuch Times When this mitardl Right - 
is held dlinoft ſacred and inviolable:--- 
When the Liberty of T linking and 

Speaking 125 been carried ſo far, that, 
Peri d ſome Diſadvantages : 
that might Haw thence ariſe,” it ſtill 
has been the Oecaſion of adding a 
Laſtre and Beamy to the Face of Chri- 
ſtianity, which it wanted in the Times 


of Sesder Ignorance and Credulity. 
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| pology, I faould and in need of ano- 
cher) 1 appeal to thoſe many metho- 


dical and clear Accounts of our Reli- 

to be met with in 

the Generality of modern Treatiſes a- 
gainſt the Schemes and * of ; 


gion, which are 


BAIT: +. | 
But norlthiianding: 55 43 rages 
1 might receive fr 


upon the Liberty of the Times, or the 


| Authority of the Learned, I found in 
in the Event that neither the one nor 


the other could protect me; that 
was cenſur d by ſome 
tator, by Ace 4s 2 Defender of upſtart 
Doctrines and novel Opinions: — 


An Accuſation ſo i xconliſtent and yet 


abſolutely to pre- 
clude every Poſſible. Reaſon that mi ugh 


ſo comprehenſive, 
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; be Bann to excuſe me. 
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| Kalt Part ef the Diſcourſe, before I 
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ing uſe of one A- . 


m this double Con- 
ſideration, however I might depend 0 


as a ſervile Imi- 


his was not all, a W 1 had = f 
ſearcely paſſed from the preaching the 


"was: . 
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Enemy to Chriſtianity and to allRa- : 


ligion in general; nay , e uen in che Au 
verſity, where every-bod y had an Op- 


portunity of being Nate a 3 ; 
had not from ſome Perſons much mild- 


er Treatment: Many complained: openi- - 
ly of the Iniquity of the Delign, 
more of the Folly of it: And thoſe _ 
who I thought bore no Il-will e 


in other Reſpects did yet not for- „ 


bear to tell me that the two principal © 
Doctrines of all Religion, that of a 


future State and a particular Provi- 


dence, were either ex aroma ano * 
me or ſecretly underminedd. 
Nothing but the moſt extreme Awe 


ſion to appear in Print, in a Manner ſo 


ſudden and unprovided, could have hin- 7 


dered me from doing myſelf Juſticeon 
this extraordinary Occaſion ; The'moſt 
effeFual Method next to it I immedi- 
ately made Uſe of, which was to let as 
many ſee the dermon as I was any ways 
acquainted with, and eſpecially {ach as 
Y their ag and EY in the 
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taken to clear up the Objections brought 


1 againſt me, 'th | | a wh ns lookalll. . 
on in a. more favourable View, or en. 
tireſy forgot en : But ſome Months 52 

5 after I offered to preach again,  andſ 6 
my Name being {ent up, as is uſual, 

d Dr. Long, who was 1 jones 7 
Chancellor, for Dr. Whatey, e thought eh 
ftr to diſapptove of me(though it dos. 
not appear that he had fufficient Authoſ . 

. Airy for ſo doing) by a Letter ſent u. 
the Maſter of St. John's College oF 4 
| Half an Hour before, Church : up «© 
on Receipt of which I was adviſed e ( 
wait upon the Deputy Viee-Chancel|ſſ f 
lor to know whether that was His Ja 8 
Reſolution, « — When 1 RY _ 
ie hu” 
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e. uſed me with till Jeſs: Serben óIe 
han he had done in the Letter, — 

bſerving very lirtle Pecetey in Ert: 
Accuaions vie ey”. * Thar Wo =: 


1 ra 5 © ty were Any * of. by 
* Superſtition in England, I was a vety | 


hr 6-6 Goa erode en m'apy be- . 


0 6d Wien together ” as for his 
© Parr, he coul 860 Idle he was in 
Authority ſuffer any one of my Prin- 
e. 92 to Len before the Univerſi- 
that cherefore he had actually or- 

„ Wi tr the Bell to be ſtopped; chat 1 5 
© ought not to look upon this 2 1. 
© Puniſhment equal to What Eble: 1 5 
ved, and that the late Vice- Chan [ 
© cellor had a Deſi ign to cenſure me, - 
and Was only hindered by the Poſture " = 
«© of. Affairs at hs Expiration . 950 5 5 - 
c * Office 8325 8 
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ET, 0 xii Tl : 
Tho. after all this, I was — 
75 0 reach upon Condition that hy 
5 I read tl Sermons. if there wis 


hence I began to conſider chat Thad 
- been hitherto lu led i ina groundleſs Se- 
- eurity, by imagining that Time or the 
Repreſentation. of my Friends could 
conquer the Prej dices raiſed againſt me 
that if I was in felt called Atheiſt to 

my Face by grave and ſober Men, there 
Pas no polli ible, Way left to vindicate 

my Reputation, but by printing the 

Diſcourſe in the very ſame Manner it 
Was preached, except where one Phraſe 
may be changed for another of the like Wh 

Signification, or a few Lines may be r. 
added to make he Connection clear- 
er: This i is do e in What I. now. ol⸗ 
fer to the Publi k, and many can wit 
75 HK that it bf e to he ne . 
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want of conſidering whole Paſſages to- 
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way frequently be drawn; and I hape 


half on this Occaſion, as proves che 


* 
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hat all chele Prejudices eould not ariſe 
zur from ſome Cauſe; that therefore 
dere muſt be' ſomething amiſs in thb 
Diſcourſe itſelf. That no one may come 


in the moſt perfect Manner; chat for 


gether, and ſometimes comparing them 


W Truth of what I have remarxed beyond 
all Contradiction: I had ufed my Lord 
Bacon's Phraſe frequentiy in the Ser- 
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o the Peruſal of ir with this View,. 1! 
lope it will be conſideted how many 

hings may be miſrepreſented, when: 
heard but once, and that perhaps not 


with others, the moſt abſurd Conclufions' . 


ſuch an Inſtance to produee in my Be- 


mon, that Atheiſm leaves a Man to 
Senſe, leavet him to Philoſophy, abet 
him to Laws, Go. and it was ſoon after 

repteſented to others by a Membet of 


ome Standing in the Univerſity and 
a Hearer of the Diſcourſe (how atten- 
tive or impartial a one I need not fay) 
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to account 
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But after al 
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* and. ſo viſible co 
| ore need be mentioned 
tc r the Clamonr called a 


every conſiderate Pers 


ie will be ti ne 
y, that the contrary ol 


this. Opinion is true: Be it ſo; in 
Matter of ſo doubtful ; a Nature, I can 


neither be ang 
nor zealous for 


kings Rik 
| or appear obſtinate in des 
it, but to convince the World 
is nothing in it contradictory 
ger natural or revealed, 
uth of which J am as firmh 
as rationally perſuaded 4 
ng a greater Zeil 
e ſometimes carried to 
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5 526 Who, pret 
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rs for its Service, 2 


ry at their Sentiment 


courle-to gain Convert 


5 are not every Way a- 
Charity and Humanity 
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my. Own; and I pub; 


8 


EY... 5 
j Wu" ſeldam b 2 


asd with the Manner of treating 


End and Intention of the whole is in 


But to pals from the Imprudenee' of 


done to particular Perſons muſt be 
Iruel are tlie lnſults and Reproaches 


from Perſons of the lame Profeſhon, 
and who, joining in Purſuit of the 


and defend them. 


wot odious and deteſtable chat a rea- 
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Wh chis Nature, that every; ane can be 
hem ; che Variety of Humoturs, Fre: 


udices, and Capacities, makes it al- 1 . 
noſt impoſſible: but when the chief '— 


Favour of Religion, of what Service 
t ean be to it to condemn; the Author, 
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ad deprive him of the Privileges thay} | 
| . to him, is a Point — mr 2 
ny Accuſers muſt determine. 
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much the greater; ſo Much che — 5 


they're, expos'd 49%, When proceeding 


lame Deſign, ſh d rather 1 1 
The giving Men an Appellation che 


1 . 
Lt 
= 
4+ 
— 
2 j 
* 
- 
5 
* 

* i 
= £ 
- 

A F . 
OY 
4 % 
* 
* 
- 
5 
4 4 
1 
- 
* 
- 
„ 
* 
* 
8 g 
* 
* 
* 
— 
+ 3 
Fa 
* - LN 


34 


f 


ſonable Nature can receive, ſhould 
one would think, be done with f 


much Caution and Plas ' that : 
ung but the ſtrongeſt and mol 2 


aring ; Conviction, ' ib d force it 
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N a former Diſcoutſe upon theſe Words 
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